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Mother Nature
Often we stand in wonder at the beauty and perfection of God's creation, and
marvel at the variety of forms in which life is expressed on earth. At the same
time we become aware of how easily the delicate and complex system that
allows life to continue can be damaged by irresponsible human intervention.
Scientists have been warning us for over thirty years of the rapid deterioration of
the natural environment and of the impact this has on every living being.
Our country is affected by the global environmental crisis. We now face the
consequences of the economic development of the past which revolved around
the exploitation of South African mineral and natural resources, with minimum
concern for the environment. Environment is not only about landscapes and the
survival of endangered animals, but it is also about the life of the people, the
conditions in which women and men are living, working and recreating.
Human Irresponsibility
In the past year the Hearings on Poverty have highlighted the serious injustices
perpetrated against poor people through the deterioration of the environment. We
have learnt from people's submissions about the massive health problems
millions of people are facing as a result of the dumping of hazardous waste next
to their homes. Such waste is contaminating the air and poisoning water
supplies.
We have learnt how overcrowding in poor restricted living conditions has resulted
in the violation of nature in both rural and urban areas. Overgrazing the land and
cutting down trees for energy and industrial purposes are some of the causes for
our massive soil erosion. Workers in mines, industries and farms have become
ill, some have even died as a result of exposure to chemicals.
While recognizing the increase in the number of homes that now have access to
water and energy, we call for extra efforts to bring these resources to those
communities who still lack them; and we appeal that all further development in
the country be done in environmentally sustainable ways.
Communities in overpopulated urban and informal settlements some times live
where air pollution is above acceptable international health standards. People
become sick because there is no clean water, and because sewerage and waste
management is still totally inadequate.

We Can Change
All damage to the environment is a grave problem which calls for prompt and
creative response. Many interested groups and non-governmental organizations
are committed to the task of drawing up and spreading information on
environmental issues. They are working towards the development of responsible
stewardship and appreciation of creation.
We are particularly pleased with the new policy on the environment which the
government has adopted in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998.
We believe this policy is a major step forward in achieving environmentally
sustainable development.
We urge all the faithful to become familiar with the new legislation and with the
Church's teaching on environment. We also encourage all to do whatever is
possible to make these known to others: by organizing workshops, information
sessions and talks, and through the use of liturgies and homilies.
We a1so call upon individuals, parishes, associations, dioceses, and especially
youth movements to participate actively in the nationwide effort to ensure that
principles and norms contained in the law and Church teaching are implemented.
Finally, we commend the work that is being carried out in the Church by
individuals and groups already active in awareness campaigns inspired and/or
commissioned by the SACBC. Everyone's talents and involvement are needed to
redress the damage caused by human abuse of God's creation. This we must do
because it is not just the beauty of the environment that is at stake here, but the
survival of the human race and of creation entrusted to its stewardship.
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For more Information
• Peace with God the Creator; Peace with all Creation, World Day of Peace
Message of John Paul II, 1990.
• Message of the Holy See to the General Assembly of the U.N., 6
November 1 992
• Renewing the earth, U.S. Episcopal Pastoral Statement, 1991.
ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATIONS:
Communi1y Environment Network
PO Box 14636, Sidwell 6061
Tel. (041) 466 8637 Fax (041) 467 1436
Environment and Development Agency
95 Main Street, Matatiele 4730
Tel. (039) 737 3591 Fax (039) 737 3409
Wildlife and Environment Society of SA
2 B Lawrence Street, Port Elizabeth 6001
Tel. (041) 585 9606 Fax (041) 586 3228
Wildlife and Environment Society of SA
PO Box 2099, Bloemfontein 9300
Tel. (051) 436 4077 Fax (051) 436 4077
Earthlife Africa, Johannesburg.
PO Box 11383, Johannesburg 2000
Tel. (011) 837 0343 Fax (011) 837 0343
Activist2@earthlife.org.za
National Department of Environment Affairs and Tourism
Private Bog X447, Pretoria 0001
Tel. (012) 310 3911 Fax (012) 320 4746
Environment and Development Agency
PO Box 15840, Doornfontein 2028
Tel. (011) 402 5161 Fax (011) 402 0298
Earthlife Africa
PostNet Suite 92, Private Bag X9005
Pietermaritzburg 3200
Tel. (0331) 94 0709
Green
PO Box 3515, Pietermaritzburg 3200
Tel. (0331) 452 045/6 Fax (0331 ) 452 044
sandile.green@pidxie.co.za
South Durban Community
Environmental Alliance
PO Box 211150, Bluff, Durban 4036
Tel. (031) 467 1374 Fax (O3l) 467 1374
sdcea@netactive.co.za

Ecolink Trust
PO Box 727, White River 1240
Tel. (013) 750 1067
EJNF Mpumalanga
PO Box 3744, Witbank 1035
Tel. (013) 656 0411 fax (013) 656 0411
Mafefe Environmental Protection Committee '
Mafefe Tribal Office
PO Box 33, Mafefe 0738
Tel. 083 302 0022
Earthlife Africa, Cape Town'
PO Box 176, Observatory 7935
Tel. (021) 448 8331 Fax (021) 448 5453
EJNF Cape Town
PO Box 200, Observatory 7935
Tel. 021 448 0144
Wildlife and Environment Society of SA
PO Box 30145, Tokai 7966
Tel. (021) 701 1397 Fax 021 701 1399
EJNF National Office
PO Box 11920, Dorpspruit 3206
Tel. (0331) 94 9073 Fax (0331) 455 841
Environmental Association of South Africa
PO Box 394, Howick 3290
Tel. (033) 330 3931 Fax (033) 330 4576
Environmental Monitoring Group of South Africa
PO Box 18977, Wynberg 7824
Tel. (021) 761 0549 Fax (021) 762 2238
Group for Environmental Monitoring
PO Box 30684, Braamfontein 2017
Tel. (011) 403 7666 fax (0ll) 403 7563
gem@gem.org.za
The Gold Fields Faith & Earthkeeping Project
The Research Institute for Theology and Religion
University of South Africa
PO Box 392, Pretoria 0003
Tel. (012) 429 4427 / 4671
Fax 0124293525
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