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 The Environment 

41. When concern for economic and technological progress is not accompanied by 
concern for the balance of the ecosystem, our earth is inevitably exposed to serious 
environmental damage, with consequent harm to human beings. Blatant disrespect for the 
environment will continue as long as the earth and its potential are seen merely as objects 
of immediate use and consumption, to be manipulated by an unbridled desire for profit. 
200 It is the duty of Christians and of all who look to God as the Creator to protect the 
environment by restoring a sense of reverence for the whole of God's creation. It is the 
Creator's will that man should treat nature not as a ruthless exploiter but as an intelligent 
and responsible administrator. 201 The Synod Fathers pleaded in a special way for greater 
responsibility on the part of the leaders of nations, legislators, business people and all 
who are directly involved in the management of the earth's resources. 202 They underlined 
the need to educate people, especially the young, in environmental responsibility, training 
them in the stewardship over creation which God has entrusted to humanity. The 
protection of the environment is not only a technical question; it is also and above all an 
ethical issue. All have a moral duty to care for the environment, not only for their own 
good but also for the good of future generations. 

 
Document found at http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-
ii_exh_06111999_ecclesia-in-asia_en.html on 4/15/2004 


